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STUDY ON MORPHOLOGY AND ECOLOGY OF THE LANDSNAIL
ACUSTA TOURANNENSIS (SOULEYET)

Kin-Yang Lai

Taiwan Museum

There are many arboreal snails distributed
in the tropical forests of the Kenting National
Park, located at the extreme southern part of
Taiwan. Among them, the dextral Acusta
tourannensis and sinistral Pancala batanica
pancala are the most common. The Pancala
snails were studied by the author in 1981. The
present report is based on the results through
careful observations and examinations of more
than two handred living specimens of Acusta
tourannensis in the field from July, 1981 to
December, 1983. The results of the observa-
tions are summarized as follows:

1. The juvenile snails of Acusta tourannensis
are usually found on herbaceous plants.

As they grow up, they crawl up on trees.

Most of the tree dwellers are about 8-22

mm in diameter. The retio of the shell

height to the diameter is about 0.83 to
0.90.

. The shells of the adult snails usually range

from 19 to 23 mm in diameter. The largest
one ever found is 23.6 mm in diameter.

. The snails are usually found on trees at

the height about 1.2 meters from the
ground, with the maximal case at about 1.5
meters height. This phenomenon is similar
to the case of the Pancala snails.

. These snails could be found on 17 species

of trees. They mostly prefer living on
Chrysalidocarpus lutescens, Adenanthera
microsperma, Albizzia lebbeck, Cocos
mucifera, Acacia confusa and Morus alba.
The preferred trees of these snails are par-
tially different from that of the Pancala
snails. :



