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Fig. 1. The albino type of Achatine fulica.
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Fig. 2. The eggs of the albino Achatine.
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Fig. 4. The young albino snails (one month old).
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Fig. 5. The elder young albino snail (two months old).
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Fig. 6. The adult albino snail (four months old).
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AN OBSERVATION ON THE CULTIVATION OF
THE ALBINO TYPE OF ACHATINA®* FULICA
FROM TAIWAN

Wen-Chung Chang

Department of Aquaculture
National Pingtung Institute of Agriculture

The giant African snail, Achatina fulica,
has been accepted as one of the export items
of Taiwan, in the forms of frozen meat and
canned meat since 1974. The products of the
snail were devaluated by some of European
countries due to its tough and blackish meat.
In order to improve the qualities of the snail
meat, the author has isolated and propogated
the albino type of Achatina fulica on a large
scale. The meat of the albino snail is white,
soft and tender through sensory test. It makes
one feel good-lookingly and deliciously, as a
french edible snail.

Two specimens of the albino type of
Achatina fulica were first isolated from many
thousands of common blackish young snail
of the Achatine, and propogated to a large
amount by artificial cultivation in an enclosed
box.

The whole life cycle of the presented
albino Achatine lasted about 6 months: egg
stage 7—10 days, larva to adult stage 5 months.
The mature snails were usually mating and
oviposition at night. About 2 weeks after

mating, the Achatine laid its eggs in a shallow
hole in the river sand. An average of about
200—300 eggs were produced by one snail
at one oviposition. In general, the interval
between two successive ovipositions was 35
days in a good breeding condition.

The eggs of the Achatine were usually
moved from the breeding box to another small
wood box for separated care. The egg —
hatching rate was close to 95—100%. The
newly hatched snails were reared in the box for
a certain period and then moved to a larger
box till adult.

From the results indicate the albino type
of the Achatine is a mutant of the common
Achatine (blackish). The gene of the albino
mutant is very stable thus we can get pure
mutant species from generation to generation.
Due to the albino Achatine, is easy to breed
with green vegetables such as lettuce , cabbage.
Therefore, the snail farmers are encouraged to
cultivate. Thus the new redolent “Escargot”
will be expected to be served on table in near
future.



